
THE NEED FOR METHODOLOGY – MAIN ARGUMENTS

1. In the last 50-60 years, invasive alien plant species (IAS) have

rapidly settled on the islands in the Danube River. Important tasks are

the assessment of the speed and scale of the spread of IAS and the

change in the course of natural regeneration processes.

2. Monitoring is indispensable in order to observe these processes and

to take important management decisions in protected areas and Natura

2000 sites in the Danube River.

3. The Republic of Bulgaria is unique in that it does not apply the

National Forest Inventory.

4. The reporting of Romania to the European Commission was made

for the period 2008-2012, yet there is no specific information available

regarding the riparian forests of the islands in the Danube River.

5. In practice, however, no similar monitoring of the islands in the

Danube River has been made. So far, no specific methodology has

been developed to tackle this matter.
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COMPONENTS OF THE METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

The proposed ideas for a methodological approach to monitor the spread of IAS in riparian forests

on islands in the Danube River are applicable and can be included into methodologies of monitoring

of forest habitats of the EEA in Bulgaria and in the protected areas Management Plans in Romania.

The information obtained from these studies will be useful for updating existing data on invasive

alien plant species and for future studies. Based on the collected field archive, guidelines and

necessary measures for the management of invasive alien species will be provided.

The following principles have been applied in the development of the

methodologies:

(1) searching for the most efficient and fast way of accessing information;

(2) the most economical and feasible way to perform field and laboratory work;

(3) creating a free access to the research.

PURPOSE 

Тhe purpose of the study is to describe and justify

an innovative approach to analyze the dynamic of

the invasion species occurrence and development.

OBJECTIVE 1: To select suitable islands with

compact complexes of natural forest vegetation.

OBJECTIVE 2: To perform stratification according

to habitat conditions, type of tree vegetation and

cover of forest vegetation.

OBJECTIVE 3: To establish permanent sample

plots (PSPs) in order to test a methodological

approach for long-term monitoring in natural riparian

forests.
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